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           ADVISORY BOARD
           1146 Roulette Drive- JACKPOT, NV  89825
   PHONE (775)755-2448, FAX (775)755-2439


JACKPOT ADVISORY BOARD 
                          			MINUTES

THURSDAY, October 12, 2023

6:00 P.M.  CALL TO ORDER:

The meeting of the Jackpot Advisory Board was called to order by Chairperson Monica Burt at 6:00 pm mountain standard time on October 12, 2023, in the meeting room of the Jackpot Administration Building, Jackpot, Nevada. 

ROLL CALL:

Members Present:	Monica Burt
Bruce Ririe
Teresa Hugill
Monique Gollihar
 			        	        
Absent:                          Jeff Young

Others Present:	 	Shawn Burt, Jackpot Superintendent
				Brent Fleshman, Jackpot Golf Course (Emailed a report)
				
									 				
INSTRUCTIONS TO THE GALLERY:
Chairperson Monica Burt advised the public to step to the front of the room to identify themselves and to speak clearly for the record. She stated that they should try and not speak out of turn or among themselves. If anybody has a cell phone it should be muted and if a call needs to be answered, it must be taken outside. She commented that everybody needs to wait their turn to speak, and the speaker needs to step-up to the podium to state his/her name and address. There shouldn’t be side conversations or comments and she thanked everybody for their cooperation. 

PROCEDURE
Time Limits: Public comments are welcome during the Public Comment periods at the beginning of the meeting, the end of the meeting, and during specific agenda items. Comments made during the Public Comment periods at the beginning and end of the meeting are limited to 7 minutes per person. 



Persons with presentations or comments longer than 7 minutes should contact the County Administrative Offices to have the item placed on the agenda for discussion. Additionally, the Chair of the Board may limit public comment during a specific agenda item. If the Chair of the Board decides to limit public comment during a specific agenda item, the Chair shall announce, prior to taking any public comments on that specific agenda item, that the Public Comments on that specific agenda item are limited to 7 minutes per person.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

Chairperson Monica Burt led the pledge of allegiance. 

COMMENTS BY THE GENERAL PUBLIC:
Pursuant to N.R.S. 241.020, 2 (c) (3), this time is devoted to comments by the general public, if any, and discussion of those comments. No action may be taken upon a matter raised during a period devoted to comments by the general public until the matter itself has been specifically included on a successive agenda and identified to be an action item.

No Comments.

TOWN OF JACKPOT
FOR POSSIBLE ACTION

[bookmark: _Hlk148446546]E1. Discussion and consideration to approve the letter that will be sent to the Nevada governor and also the Elko County Commissioners.
ACTION ITEM

Chairperson Monica Burt stated that each board member had a copy of a letter which includes all her ideas, but they aren’t fully structured. Monique Gollihar mentioned that it contained good information. Vice-Chairman Bruce Ririe commented that Sheldon Mudd (NNRDA) is in Las Vegas meeting with the governor off and on during the week. Mr. Mudd will be discussing the very topic that the board is writing about. When Mr. Ririe talked to Mr. Mudd’s assistant she thought it may be best that they contact Mr. Mudd so he can give them the latest input on the situation. Chairperson Burt commented that she didn’t look at the packet that Mr. Mudd put together which included everything about Jackpot. This packet was going to be presented, but he never got the chance to. She’s thinking that many of her ideas were probably included in the packet and so maybe he’s been able to present the packet. Vice-Chair Ririe stated that Mr. Mudd would be returning to his office the following week, but he’s already sent him an email and text to let him know that the board is interested in producing a letter. Teresa Hugill (Jackpot Advisory Board member) mentioned that the board could also invite him to a meeting. Chairperson Burt stated that they would hold on to the information and she asked if anybody else had anything they would like to add. Monique Gollihar (Jackpot Advisory Board member) commented that there needs to be more housing in the town and people need to be able to build homes in the town because the town is running out of places for people to live. The businesses in town are hurting for people and people can’t move to the town because there isn’t anywhere for them to live. It’s important to get new housing and places for people to live in the town because they are needed as employees badly in businesses. Vice-Chairman Ririe mentioned that it needs to be stressed that housing needs to be affordable, he’s seen a few drawings of what some people have proposed. He asked Shawn Burt (Jackpot Town Superintendent) if the individuals he talked to about homes had given him an idea of square footage and price. 
Mr. Burt stated that they were looking anywhere from one thousand to sixteen hundred square foot homes. The sixteen hundred square foot homes were right around three hundred fifty thousand. This was part of the agreement with the town giving the property and the ARPA funding. It had to be affordable housing and until the town can get other property there nothing else to be done. Vice-Chair Ririe asked if anybody knew what the State of Nevada and Elko County qualifies as affordable housing. Mr. Burt stated that affordable housing is different in every area and there would need to be a study in Jackpot to determine what affordable housing would be in the town. Vice-Chair Ririe commented that there may be a number of people that will be excluded if the prices are eight hundred dollars or even one thousand dollars, not to mention that anybody whose bought a property knows that one thousand dollars doesn’t go very far in a month. He thinks that affordable housing for the area needs to be included in the letter also, but they need to know what that is. Chairperson Burt stated that she talked to My Management Company and asked them what the barriers were in order for them to fix many of their units, because there are units available, they are just not rentable. The lady from My Management Company says that they are having trouble getting people to work or become the handyman. Mrs. Gollihar commented that they do have one guy who fixed things at her home the previous week. He’s also done plumbing and outside yard work, but she thinks that it’s just this guy and his son who do the work. Chairperson Burt stated that My Management said they have limited people and can’t get people to work. Vice-Chairman Ririe commented that they needed to be careful on how this is worded because in June he attended the manufacture homes community owners and one of the big points in Nevada is the regulation that a contractor needs to have a certificate to work on a mobile home. He knows that in Clark County (Las Vegas) and Washoe County (Reno) they are enforcing this. He thinks that that they should probably talk to Jess Philips (Elko County Building Official) in order to get a better understanding before they get people in major trouble. Chairperson Burt commented that she read that if a job was under one thousand dollars a person is considered a handyman and can do the work, but many jobs will cost more because of the parts or if it’s a big project like a furnace. Vice-Chair Ririe stated that they should talk Jess in order to get parameters that they can follow before he’s concerned. He mentioned that almost everything in town doesn’t comply to code. 

Chairperson Burt stated that this item would be tabled until they get more information from Mr. Mudd. She hopes they get something within two weeks to discuss this further. Vice-Chair Ririe mentioned that if Mr. Mudd doesn’t return his call he will call again because it would be nice to have information for the next meeting.  

[bookmark: _Hlk148446568]E2. Discussion and consideration to approve the letter that will be sent to Gaming and Leisure Properties asking them to consider selling property to the Town of Jackpot so it can be used for property development.
ACTION ITEM

Vice-Chairperson Bruce Ririe stated that he had a discussion with Sherry and the letter needs to be addressed to her so that it can go to the proper channels of Penn Entertainment. It will go to her, then Penn Legal, and then to GLP. He commented that in the letter they won’t say that they need to give the property to the town because the town has some funds to purchase some property or make it available. He also thinks they should include that it needs to be affordable and not millions of dollars along with the fact that any current business or new business in the town is suffering because there are not enough employees because there is no housing. 
The price of gas doesn’t make it affordable for people to drive back and forth. 

Chairperson Monica Burt mentioned that she knows that in Twin Falls they offer higher salaries and it’s harder to compete, the town used to be able to. Vice-Chairman Ririe commented that he thinks everybody who is part of a business in the town has realized that more people have quit in the past year than they have in the last ten years just because it’s not cutting it. Chairperson Burt asked Vice-Chair Ririe if he would be writing the letter, and it could be from all the board members, so it doesn’t look like it’s from a Penn employee. Vice-Chair Ririe asked Shawn Burt (Jackpot Town Superintendent) if the ARPA funds the town has can be used towards breaking the lease. Mr. Burt stated that they can, but what will end up happening is an appraisal, there will need to be two appraisals done. He commented that the appraisals would be done, and the town would present an offer bypassing the lease agreement. He doesn’t see the ARPA funding paying to break the lease agreement. Vice-Chair Ririe stated that he wouldn’t mention this in the letter. Gaming and Leisure Properties has requested a proposal, and they will determine if it’s worthwhile. Mr. Burt stated that the first step is for the town to decide if they are going to pursue a particular lot, then the two appraisals will need to be done, one the town will pay for and the other the company or property owner will have to pay which can be added to the sale price at the end, and then an offer is made. Things will all depend on what the appraisal is. He commented that he doesn’t see federally funded money for community development being used to break the lease agreement and if that’s the case then they will have to look at other property. Vice-Chair Ririe stated that he agreed and that there is also the discussion of breaking each piece of property and listing who owns the property. He’s got the list of all the property that GLPI owns. Mr. Burt stated that they would need the approval from Sherrie, GLPI, and everybody else to get the appraisals. He reiterated that there would be two and the county would pay for one and somebody on the other end would pay for the other. Vice-Chair Ririe mentioned that they have already paid for a couple when people have made offers and so that doesn’t seem to be an issue. Chairperson Burt asked if this was expensive. Vice-Chair Ririe stated that it could be a few thousand dollars. Mr. Burt commented that the bigger the property the more expensive it gets. He mentioned that the entire growth of the community is being hampered because there is no place to build. Chairperson Burt stated that this item would be tabled until the following meeting and maybe Vice-Chair Ririe will have the letter drawn out. He mentioned that he would also include a map and he would like to project the map on the tv. Chairperson Burt stated that the map would show all the properties owned by GLPI. 

RAFT RIVER RURAL ELECTRIC COMPANY
NON-ACTION ITEM
Raft River Electric update.

Mike Christensen (Raft River Rural Electric) apologized for being absent. He mentioned that on September 18th and 19th there was a scheduled power outage which was much longer than was planned. There were issues with getting things installed correctly, cut the wrong dimensions so more parts were needed. He commented that they had a couple of guys in the area to make sure things went smoothly when the power was turned on. He knows it took way longer and they apologize for it. They appreciate and know the board helps get the word out and he’s sorry it wasn’t a longer notice ahead of time of when the outage was going to be back. The positives to all of this are that some of the equipment was upgraded, which was the cause of the two previous outages. It’s also fit now for a mobile substation so if there is ever a catastrophic event on the transmission line feeding the area, they could pull a mobile substation in, or Raft River could with their permission. He thinks that this is a positive, looking into the future.  


On the first of October there was an underground fault in one of their cables at Blue Sky trailer park which caused three operations that the South end of town would have noticed. There is a reclosure just past Cactus Petes that feeds the South end of town, and that section did see three different operations. He mentioned that within the past month and a half there was an outage caused by trees in Gurley. They have got some tree trimmers scheduled to do more tree work through that area. This is all he’s aware of and would like to know if there have been outages or bumps that they aren’t aware of. 

Vice-Chairman Bruce Ririe asked Mr. Christensen if he had heard from Tesla in the last sixty days to which he responded that he hadn’t. Vice-Chairman Ririe asked that if Mr. Christensen does hear back from Tesla if he would let him know. Chairperson Monica Burt mentioned that the Tree Top Ranch didn’t know about the power outage. Mr. Christensen stated that he would check on this because he had a few contacts. Vice-Chairman Ririe mentioned that it has also changed ownership in the last few years.    

NEVADA HEALTH CENTER
NON-ACTION ITEM
Nevada Health Center update. 

No Representatives were present. 

JACKPOT COMBINED SCHOOL
NON-ACTION ITEM
Jackpot Combined School update. 

Deborah Ostertag (Jackpot Combined School) stated that this year the school instituted a house system, everybody who goes and works at the school is in one of the three houses. She belongs to Bahlam (grey color), she thinks each of the names are Mayan words for Jaguar. Katie Estrada (Jackpot Combined School) mentioned that Mayan, Aztec, and Incan. Ms. Osterag stated that they had an assembly for homecoming, and they had their first house competition. The purpose of the houses is to build a community within the school and have friendly competitions among the three houses. Studies show that it helps improve feelings of belonging at the school and the children will start in Kindergarten and will continue in the same house their entire thirteen years of school. It has been a fun thing. They used the wheel that was donated by Cactus Petes. The school used balloons to assign people to each house, but the ones who came after had to spin the wheel. She has included pictures on Facebook for those who would like to see them. She mentioned that the seniors are selling Little Ceasars pizza, and she would like people to support them for their graduation costs. 

Cheryl Birrer (Jackpot Combined School) thanked the board for letting them be in attendance. She thanked Shawn Burt (Jackpot Public Works Superintendent) and the board for letting her take the children in physical education weights to the recreation center. They did this last year, and her weight class loves it. She’s actually threatened them to stay at the school when they are being naughty, and they automatically say they want to go to the recreation center. They enjoy all the equipment and use it a lot. She mentioned that many of her students have also gotten memberships because she’s seen their names on the check-in sheet. She’s asked them not to over do it since they are lifting during her class and after school. She doesn’t want them to get hurt by overloading. She commented that the children wanted to also say thank you for letting them swim. 
She thinks she sent a letter to Beth the previous year thanking her for letting them swim and the children are asking about it again. They are scheduled to swim October 23rd through the 31st if that’s okay. The seventh and eighth graders are excited to go, some of them have not been, but the eighth graders have. The freshman class has already asked when they would be swimming, but she needs to figure out the times because they been cut by four minutes each class due to the new schedule and all factors (getting to the pool, changing, getting into the pool, getting out, showering, changing, and getting to the next class) need to be accounted for. The children are excited, and she thanked the board for it. Chairperson Monica Burt asked if Mrs. Birrer had any needs for her weight classes, maybe a piece of equipment. She stated that the board is awesome and there isn’t anything needed at the recreation center. She does need a bigger room at the school because she does have tall students. It has been god sent that they can use the recreation center. They will be maxing out with the bench press, military press, and in a couple weeks they will be doing the back squat. She thanked the board and expressed her appreciation. Vice-Chairman Bruce Ririe asked if there would be a golf section in physical education because he has several thousand golf balls that were given to him. Mrs. Birrer stated that at the school they have real golf clubs, and she would need to make sure people were far apart. She mentioned that in the storage there is a bucket of golf balls that Mr. Gonzalez was given from Chairman Ririe the previous year, but she would double check with him about getting more. Chairperson Burt mentioned that if she ever thinks of something the board could add it to the following years budget. Mrs. Birrer thanked Chairperson Burt and commented that the students like the pool and if it were up to them, she bets because of her cross fit workouts they would be at the pool every day.
Ms. Ostertag mentioned that building construction technology classes have been added and Mr. Zach Hunter is the teacher for those. He is also teaching an agricultural class in junior high, through Elko County School District they are pursuing a grant in agroponics. The grant would allow Mr. Hunter to have a big in the classroom setup, but every teacher who has a classroom in school could also have a setup in their rooms to do agroponics with. It’s a cool thing and she thinks Mr. Hunter will present the following month to tell the board more about it since she doesn’t know everything about it, but it sounds pretty exciting. There are examples of other schools in the Las Vegas area where Elementary teachers are using hydroponics in their reading lessons and social studies lessons and are incorporating them in everything they are doing. She thinks this will be a great addition to the school, but Mr. Hunter is the one who is the expert on it and knows exactly what’s going on. He has been working on it and he’s been calling her to ask her about demographics to add to the grant application.  

CORRESPONDENCE REPORT AND OTHER ITEMS OF DISCUSSION:		  
NON ACTION ITEM

1. Discussion and consideration of received correspondence. 

Chairperson Monica Burt read an email sent by Brent Fleshman (Jackpot Golf Course) 

“I won’t be able to attend the meeting tonight.  If you could please report that we will begin blowing out our sprinkler lines in a couple weeks and we plan on being open at least thru the end of October.  If weather continues to be favorable, we will stay open extra days.

Thanks!

Brent Fleshman”
CONSENT AGENDA
ACTION ITEM

All matters listed under the consent agenda are considered routine and may be acted upon by the commission with one action without extensive discussion. Any member of the commission or any citizen may request that an item be taken from the consent agenda, discussed, and acted upon separately during this meeting.

Approval of Minutes – DRAFT Jackpot Advisory Board September 26, 2023
(This material is available upon request.)

Next Meeting Date –   October 24, 2023
[bookmark: _Hlk16857924][bookmark: _Hlk112831953]
Motion: Bruce Ririe moved to accept the minutes and the next meeting, seconded by Monique Gollihar. Motion passed.

[bookmark: _Hlk94525324]VOTE:	Aye:	Monica Burt
	            Bruce Ririe
		Teresa Hugill
		Monique Gollihar	
	Nay:
	Absent: Jeff Young	  
	Abstain: 

ADVISORY BOARD MEMBERS AND STAFF COMMENTS:
NON ACTION ITEM

[bookmark: _Hlk112828490]This time is devoted to comments by Advisory Board Members and/or Staff for general information or update purposes. No action may be taken upon a matter raised under this item of the agenda until the matter itself has been specifically included on a successive agenda and identified to be an action item.

[bookmark: _Hlk142301051]Vice-Chairman Bruce Ririe commented that several people went to Elko for a meeting and part of it was good and the other part wasn’t what the town needed. He wondered what came of it. Chairperson Monica Burt stated that she liked the meeting and liked hearing the other towns talk about their concerns, needs, and problems. It was depressing because they are all having problems, housing, and staffing. She was concerned that since these towns are a bit bigger and are having these problems they will be heard and get their needs met compared to Jackpot that is much smaller. It’s good to know that it’s not just Jackpot and that a lot of towns in Nevada are having these problems. It was good to meet the people. Shawn Burt (Jackpot Public Works Superintendent) stated that at that meeting he met with argedent general for the state under community development. He was one of the speakers at the meeting, Mr. Burt spent quite a bit of time with him, and he informed him of the situation in Jackpot. The general will be getting ahold of him and if possible, he would like to include others in a meeting.  He also met with others. He mentioned that the first half of the meeting was informative and had good stuff, the second half wasn’t pertinent to the town, so they left. 

He commented that in the last couple of weeks he’s been busy traveling. He went with Theresa Dimmitt (Jackpot Helping Hands) to the food pantry conference. 
The Nevada State food bank donated to the town of Jackpot a refrigerated trailer. It needs to be picked up in Battle Mountain. The city of Winnemucca gave some hot boxes for the meals on wheels program. This is wonderful. The previous week he went with Brian Hugill to look at a new fire truck for the Town of Jackpot. It was purchased and it should be headed to Las Vegas. The town should have it by the first of the year. It came under budget and by the time the town gets it, it will technically be a brand new truck. The truck is a 2002 and it only had six thousand miles and four hundred hours. It was never even used, or it never had any water to do anything with it. There were many people who saw them at the refinery who were on the brigade at one point or another working with this truck, and they were sad to see it go. Chairperson Burt stated that they should get a letter together for Winnemucca and Food Bank of Northern Nevada. Mr. Burt mentioned that there should also be a letter written to the oil refinery since they made the deal with the town. 

Vice-Chair Ririe thanked Gustavo Estrada (Jackpot Public Works Lead) and the public works crew for being everywhere all the time whenever anything is needed. Monique Gollihar (Jackpot Advisory Board member) stated she could attest to this and that they work hard. Chairperson Burt stated she was grateful for the power. 

COMMENTS BY THE GENERAL PUBLIC:
NON ACTION ITEM	          
Pursuant to N.R.S. 241.020, 2(c) (3), this time is devoted to comments by the general public, if any, and discussion of those comments. No action may be taken upon a matter raised during a period devoted to comments by the general public until the matter itself has been specifically included on a successive agenda and identified to be an action item. 

ADJOURN
ACTION ITEM
Motion: Monique Gollihar made a motion to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Vice-Chairman Bruce Ririe. Motion passed.

VOTE:	Aye: 	Bruce Ririe
	         	Monica Burt
		Teresa Hugill
		Monique Gollihar
	Nay:
	Absent: Jeff Young	  
	Abstain:

The meeting adjourned at 6:33 pm.
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